MY BROTHER’S KEEPER

A Christian ministry of loving service and education
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free of charge to
local families in need. We have no prerequisites for service.

Our Mission To Bring the Love and Hope of
Jesus Christ to those we serve.

A Celebration &
. Mass of Dedication

Sunday October 8th, 2017
1015 Reed Road, Dartmouth, MA

Principal Celebrant
Most Rev. Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D.
Bishop of Fall River

Doors open at 2:30 pm
Mass begins at 3:30 pm
Light reception to follow.

If attending, please RSVP to www.MyBrothersKeeper.org/dedication to help with planning
Priests and deacons, please bring albs & stoles to concelebrate.

Please Join Us! All Are Welcome!

In the early days of My Brother’s Keeper, founding
board member Deacon John McDonough of Braintree
assured us, “If you take up the mantle of God’s work,
He will always provide for your needs. But God will do
more than just provide...He will send you the very best
to serve our more humble brothers and sisters.”

In keeping with Deacon John's prophetic words, we are
delighted to announce the completion of our beautiful

new facility in Dartmouth made possible through God’s
grace and the hard work and generosity of many.

Our new 23,000 SF facility will provide ample space for
our growing volunteer community and help us meet
the increasing need for our services in Fall River, New
Bedford, and the South Coast.

Inside and out, the new Dartmouth building was
designed by our friends at Wessling Architects to closely
resemble our Easton facility. As volunteers go back and

forth between buildings, both places will feel like home.

Our goal is to promote a sense of oneness among the
My Brother’s Keeper community. Though we have two
locations, we are one My Brother’s Keeper family with

one mission, “To bring the Love and Hope of Jesus
Christ to those we serve.”

As in Easton, the first
thing which will welcome
visitors to the Dartmouth
building is the Divine
Servant statue, a life-size
bronze sculpture depict-
ing Jesus washing Peter’s
feet at The Last Supper.

It embodies Jesus’ mes-
sage of sacrificial love and
humility and its prominent location will be a constant
reminder of Christ’s example that “To Lead is to Serve.”

Please join us on Sunday October 8th for a celebration
and Mass of Dedication. Bishop Edgar da Cunha from
the Diocese of Fall River will graciously serve as the
principal celebrant.

All are welcome. Please join us and feel free
to bring guests.

seeciaL RFFLEINSERT Crrmiise o Cash!

7-Day Boston-to-Bermuda Cruise, or $3,000 Cash

It’s your choice! Prize Donated in Full. 100% of Proceeds Benefit My Brother’s Keeper

Dartmouth’s Divine Servant Statue



Sasha Lopez joined
our full-time staff in
July after completing

a year of volunteer
service at My Brother’s
Keeper through
Stonehill Service
Corps (SSC). She splits
her time between

our Easton and
Dartmouth locations
as a Direct Service
Associate delivering
furniture and food

to families in need,
supervising volun-
teers, and performing
furniture pickups.

Sasha graduated with
degrees in Psychology
and Sociology from
King’s College in
Pennsylvania, a sister
school of Stonehill

College and Notre

“We are the Hearts and Hands of Christ”’

by Sasha Lopez, Direct Service Associate

On a rainy Tuesday afternoon, I was taught
about the presence of hope and faith in an
elderly woman'’s life.

I drove up to a house in Brockton and let the
volunteers know that Maria lives alone on
the 3rd floor. A dedicated volunteer named
Vincent was “riding shot gun” and he eagerly
offered to carry the heavy box of food up

to Maria. As a parent of young children, he
exclaimed, “These food deliveries are my only
exercise for the week!” Vincent and his family
are from France and members of a French
Catholic community in Boston. He caught

on very quickly that service at My Brother’s
Keeper is filled with joy and humor.

Laughing at his remarks and splitting up bags
of food between all of us, we entered Maria’s
house and began walking up the tight back
staircase. When we got inside, I said hello and
introduced myself and the volunteers. We
took turns shaking her hand and she apolo-
gized because she spoke little English. This is
not uncommon. Our policy of ‘no prerequi-
sites for service’ brings us into thousands of
homes every year, each with their own story
and circumstance.

We set the food on the table and Maria
smiled brightly at us. We all smiled back and
she graced us with hugs as a goodbye.

Before we left, though, Maria pulled a picture
of Jesus from her kitchen drawer and pointed

at Him. Then, much to our surprise, she
pointed at each of us and said, “This is you.”

Though Maria’s use of the English language
was simple, her message was profound: we
are the heart and hands of Christ to her.

When we meet people for the first time, there
are words and phrases we easily fall back on
to break the ice... questions like “how are you
today?”

When the other person speaks another lan-
guage, though, these words are of little help.
Over the past year at My Brother’s Keeper,
I've learned a few things about the impor-
tance of body language:

e To make a personal connection, look a person
in the eye and shake their hand while you
say hello

* When you smile at someone and they smile
back, that small interaction takes you from
strangers to friends

° When you ask someone where to place the food
and they pull you further into their home, fur-
ther into their personal life, it is a gift
and a privilege

° When you go to shake a person’s hand goodbye
and you are graced with a hug instead, you
know our mission “To bring the Love and Hope
of Jesus Christ to those we serve” has been
accomplished and I am a better person for it.
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We are grateful

to Theresa in
Dorchester for her
heartfelt affirmation
that My Brother’s
Keeper is a blessing
to all those we
serve.

We thank YOU for
making deliveries
like this possible!
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A Love Ministry by Maureen Strong

I recently returned a phone call
from a woman named Margaret
who left a message about a furni-
ture delivery she was expecting. By
the time I could call her back, the
truck and our delivery crew had
already come and gone. Margaret
let me know she was thrilled to get my call, though,
because it gave her the chance to share her excitement
and express her gratitude.

She couldn’t say enough nice things about My Brother’s
Keeper and our work: “God has turned my apartment
into a home! I am so blessed. It was hard to be the
receiver, but God has showed me He loves me and cares
for me.”

She went on to say, “Everything My Brother’s Keeper
gave me is all so beautiful—down to the sheets, com-
forter, tablecloth, even the dishes and pots and pans.
This is a “Love Ministry,” you can tell. I am so grateful.
You can feel and see the love in my home!”

To say Margaret was thrilled is putting it mildly. It was
a pleasure to talk with her and be able to let her know
that there were so many people involved in her deliv-
ery—staff, people donating furniture and household
goods, volunteers who do so much—help with pickups,
prepare and package household goods, and deliver

the items to her home. My Brother’s Keeper is truly a
Christian community in action.
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Maureen Strong began volunteering at My Brother’s Keeper in 2009
and joined our staff in 2014 as a Program Associate. She provides
invaluable support to our Furniture, Food, and Christmas Assistance
Programs and to our volunteers.

Maureen has a degree in Accounting from Boston College and
works as a tax preparer in the spring. She is also working toward a
Masters in Holistic Leadership at Salve Regina University.

Does your company send out
holiday cards to your customers
. and associates? Would you like
to support the good work of My
Brother’s Keeper at the same
time? If you answered yes to
these questions, please consider
ordering your cards through My
Brother’s Keeper and our new
Cards for a Cause program.
Here’s what you need to know:

e Multiple formats are available: cards,
electronic distribution, or both

e Features artwork from actual thank you’s sent by chil-
dren served by My Brother’s Keeper

e Includes your corporate logo, a custom message,
and this acknowledgement to your customers:
“A donation has been made in your honor to My
Brother’s Keeper in support of their annual Christmas
Assistance Program which provides gifts and food to
12,000 children and parents who would otherwise
go without.”

Our Cards for a Cause program is a
) ° °
Win-Win-Win.

e It demonstrates your company’s concern for the
community and those less fortunate

* Raises awareness about My Brother’s Keeper. The
more people who know about our work, the better!

e Provides much-needed support for our Christmas
Program which serves 3,000+ families annually

For more information, please visit www.MyBrothersKeeper.org or
contact Heather Byrnes at hbyrnes@mybrotherskeeper.org

Christmas Comes Early at My Brother’s Keeper

about Christmas!

500 families.

Volunteer Joanne Delaney from Easton
answering Christmas Assistance calls.

You may be surprised to walk into stores
in September and already see Halloween
and Thanksgiving decorations on the

shelves. We're way ahead of them at My
Brother’s Keeper. We're already thinking

This year we began accepting calls for
Christmas help in late August and we've
already accepted requests from

Why do we start taking calls so early?
First, in keeping with our mission, we're

committed to making the enrollment
process a very personal experience.
Processing 3,000 calls is a long, time-
intensive endeavor which helps us do
the best job possible serving families
in December.

Second, once parents submit their
request to My Brother’s Keeper, their
stress about the holidays totally disap-
pears. Moms always tell us it's a tre-
mendous reliefF—one less thing to worry
about—so the earlier, the better!



Ow (2nd) Busiest Tume of Hie Year!

Years ago, summers at My Brother’s Keeper were quiet as volunteers went to
the Cape and spent extra time with family. How things have changed!!!

Today, summer is without a doubt one of our busiest times of the year, second
only to Christmas. Here’s a little of what happened at My Brother’s Keeper
during the summer of 2017:

e We completed 1,450 deliveries serving 6,000 children and parents in
Christ’s name.

e We made great progress on our Dartmouth Building Project and took
delivery of the Divine Servant statue which will grace the front of the
new building.

We hosted two major fundraising events— our 8th Annual Family Walk,
our 11th Annual Golf Tourney. Together, they brought 1,000 supporters
together to celebrate the work of My Brother’s Keeper and raised more
than $300,000.

We raised awareness of our work on the South Coast by hosting a
Business After Hours meeting of the South Coast Chamber of Commerce
and appearing on “CU Wednesdays” radio program hosted by Fall River
Municipal Credit Union.

We included 175 student volunteers from 50 schools in our work along
with 3 college summer interns from Providence College, Stonehill, and
Notre Dame, a high school intern from Bishop Stang, and a
seminarian from the Congregation of Holy Cross. Together,
these students volunteered more than 2,200 hours.

We completed 500 residential furniture donation pickups plus
we picked up 250 twin mattresses and 400 dressers from local
colleges and 100 refrigerators from hi-rise remodeling projects
in Gardner and Boston.

We hosted more than 20 group volunteer experiences in part-
nership with area schools, churches, and businesses including
the Mandela Fellows from Africa (see story on fold).



My Brother’s Keeper Goes Global with
the Mandela Fellows =
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In early July, My Brother’s Keeper had the great pleasure of host-
ing 25 of Africa’s brightest emerging public administrators for a

day of service.

They came to us through partnership with Bridgewater State
University and a program called the Mandela Fellowship for
Young African leaders run by the US State Department.

These special visitors were chosen for a six-week academic and
leadership program in the United States because of their proven
record of accomplishment in promoting innovation
and positive change in their organizations, institutions,

or communities in Africa.

“As a grassroots charity in Massachusetts, it is a privi-
lege to welcome talented leaders from halfway across
the world and show them what God has accomplished
through our dedicated community of volunteers,”

said Jim Orcutt, co-founder of My Brother’s Keeper.
“Our guests could clearly see that with God, all things
are truly possible. We hope their time at My Brother’s
Keeper will in some way positively impact the contribu-
tions they make to their own communities in Africa.”

In our experience, international visitors often come to the United
States with the incorrect assumption that our streets are “paved
with gold” and there are no families in need. It was quite eye-
opening for them to enter into the homes of those we serve and
see that families in America encounter similar struggles with the
essentials of life too.

One Mandela fellow, Tshepo Mahlare from South
Africa, shared these thoughts after his visit to My
Brother’s Keeper: “Our life experiences may be abso-

lutely different in many ways but our paths have been equally

similar. | have never in my entire life imagined that people so
similar to me resided so many thousands of miles away. Each
character, belief and passion you have seemed so like everything
I am. It is astounding how we as human beings connect. | guess
this is exactly that which makes us all relatives.”

by Ryan Thorley

On August 4th
we were joined
by students from
the senior class at
Xaverian Brothers
High School

as part of their Xaverian Leadership
Institute retreat. A total of 20 students
were divided between our Easton and
Dartmouth facilities. | was fortunate to
lead six of these students on a very special
delivery to Carol.

Carol lived in Abington with her three
year old daughter, Faith. Carol thanked
us repeatedly before we even brought a
single item through the door. It was clear
how grateful she was that people cared
enough to help.

Carol explained that she had a debilitat-
ing back injury that prevented her from
working. Her daughter, Faith, was born
two months premature but thankfully had
no permanent health issues. She showed

.. us her small, second-floor apartment,
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“Today you have brought me a second miracle”

with only a mattress and a chair loaned
from a neighbor.

We quickly got to work filling her apart-
ment with some beautiful furniture. We
brought in beds and dressers and a small
kitchen set. Although she was shy at first,
Faith couldn’t hide her excitement for
the overstuffed recliner chair! It rocked in
addition to reclining which made it even
more fun.

The sofa we brought in was a cream color
and matched the carpet perfectly. Carol
“tested” the couch and said how much
she appreciated the firm cushions. She
had back surgery a month ago and had
to stay in the hospital for 4 days. “The
most difficult part was being separated
from Faith. We've never been apart for
that long before.”

At this point Faith ran over and jumped
onto the couch into her mom’s arms.
Carol said, “She (Faith) was my first
miracle and today you have brought

\J

me a second miracle. |
can’t tell you how
thankful I am.”

It was the
perfect time to
present the crucifix to Carol
with our message “We're just
the delivery people; this is the
man who sent the furniture for
you.” Carol fought back tears as
she held it in front of Faith and said,
“Do you know who this is?” Faith
whispered, “God.” Carol then asked
her, “And where does God live?” Faith
pointed with one finger at the ceiling and
whispered, “Heaven.” It was a priceless
moment we were privileged to witness.

We exchanged hugs with Carol and
wished her a successful recovery from
surgery before making our way back to
the truck. As we pulled away from the
house, one of the Xaverian students said,
“That was awesome!” | couldn’t have
agreed more!
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My BROTHERS KEEPER

2017 Family Walk and Golf Tournament Sponsors

Thank you to our 2017 sponsors who helped make these events the most successful yet!

A&E Fire Protection
American Mobile Homes
An Anonymous Friend
Joe Antonellis

Arbella Insurance Charitable
Foundation

Arnold’s Gymnastics

Atlantis Comfort Systems, Corp.
Bank of America

Bank of Canton

Bank of Easton

BayCoast Bank

Boston Mutual Life
Insurance Company

Bostonian Cleaning & Restoration, Inc.

Canton Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Carpenter & Paterson, Inc.
Charles D. Sheehy, Inc.

CKF Accounting & Tax Service
The Claddagh Fund

Colony Hardware Supply
Columbia Gas of MA

Combat Drywall, Inc.

Grace and Brian Concannon
Connolly & Tierney

Corcoran Jennison Companies

Cornetta, Ficco, & Simmler,
Counselors at Law

The Coyle Company

Curtis Liquor Stores, Inc.

Deacon Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc.
Division 612 Showroom

DMI Marketing, Inc.

Dolan Funeral Home

Pat and Peter Donadio

Donadio Environmental

Ruth and Paul Donahue

Doran & Horrigan Insurance Agency
Dynasty Electric, LLC

Eagle Bridge Development
Eastern Bank

The Easton Journal

Edward G. Casey, CPA
Edward G. Sawyer, Co. Inc.
eGeneration Marketing
Emerson Swan, Inc.
Equipment Direct Sales. Inc.
F.W. Webb Company

Doug Farrington

Sonya and Karl Feitelberg
Ferguson Enterprises
Fireking Baking Company, Inc.
Fr. Bill's & MainSpring
General Insulation Company
Gentili & Rossini Associates
The Geraghty Family
Stephen Gilman

The Granite Group

Grant Stanton Produce Company
Great In Counters

The Gribaudo Family

Habig & Magoon Insurance Agency
HarborOne Bank

Hennessy News

Hilliard’s Chocolates

Holy Cross Retreat House
HT Berry & Company

| Fred DiCenso Trust LLC
Christopher lannella

ICON Advertising & Design

In Memory of Leo, Joyce and
John Cooney

In Memory of Therese C. Carroll
from the Carroll, Wheeler, Lane and
Merrigan Families

Jack Conway & Co. Realty
James ). Dowd & Sons Insurance

JM Interiors, Inc.

Keith Construction, Inc.
Stephen and Mary Kelly

Kevin P. Martin & Associates PC
Lan-Tel Communications, Inc.
Lane McNamara, LLP

Kathy LaShoto

MacDonald Cabinet & Countertop

Distributors, Inc.
Mansfield Bank- Easton

Mansfield Bank- West Bridgewater

Marcum LLP

Marsh & McClennan Companies

Mass Control Center, Inc.
Nancy and Lenny McAlister
McCusker-Gill, Inc.

Milton E.T. Lawrence Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Moen, Inc.

Morrissey & Associates
Morse Insurance Agency
Mr. Appliance of Southeast MA
Ethel and Frank Monroe
Murphy Insurance

Mutual Bank

North Easton Savings Bank
Northeast Distributors, Inc.
Atty. Brian T. O’Neill, Jr.
Carol and Jack O’Neil
Bethany and Alex Ogozaly
The Orcutt Family

Park Lodge Hotel Group
Jim and Rosemarie Phalen
Nora Philbin

North Easton Dental Associates,
Plumb House, Inc.

Premier Property Solutions
Poorvu Construction

The Quaranto Family

R.D. Murphy Company

PC

Riemer & Braunstein, LLP
Roche Brothers Supermarkets
Paul Roche, Morgan Stanley
Rodman Insurance

Janet and Mike Rogers

Saint Agatha Church

Sal’s Clothing and Fabric
Restoration, Inc.

Salhaney Insurance Agency
Schlager Company, Inc.
Cathy and Rick Shaw
Kathy Shine

Silicon Valley Bank

Sloane & Walsh LLP

Smith Yacht Sales

John Snyder

Kathy and Ed Sobel

South Middlesex Opportunity
Council, Inc.

Stephen J. Wessling Architects, Inc.,

Quincy

Sterling Resources Ltd.
Christopher Stevens
Stonehill College

Suemac Solutions

Sullivan’s Castle Island
Superior Plumbing Company

Thomas P. McDonald Insurance
Agency, Quincy

TIPP Electric

Dee and George Trethewey
Urell, Inc.

W.P. Haney Company, Inc.

Wayside Youth and Family
Support Network

Weymouth Winnelson

The Wisialko Family
YMCA of Greater Boston

* List includes event sponsors and corporate supporters only. Does not include individual attendees or Family Walk pledge donations.

MY BROTHER’S KEEPER

A Christian ministry of loving service and education

www.MyBrothersKeeper.org ® 501(c)(3) tax-exempt

EASTON FACILITY
PO Box 338
Easton, MA 02356-0338

DARTMOUTH FACILITY
PO Box 70273
N. Dartmouth, MA 02747-0273

508.238.4416

774.305.4590 Furniture Assistance
774.305.4577 Donations & Business
774.305.4578 Fax

Furniture & Food Assistance
508.238.7512 Donations & Business
508.238.3613 Fax



